6                         THE  FRUITS  OF  CHRISTIANITY.
In the tenth century the Normans, Poles, Russians, Danes-, and Norwegians, all embraced Christianity: the Normans, because conversion was the price .demanded for a large cession of land; the Poles, because their Duke enforced , penal law's against Paganism; the Danes, because conversion was Imposed as a condition of peace after decisive defeat: the Norwegians, for the same reason.
The fcrusades, whether against the Mahommedans or heretics, are all among the fruits of Christianity. Hallam, in his " Europe during the Middle Ages," draws the sad picture of the first crusade : " We should be warranted by * contemporary writers in stating the loss of the Christians alone during this period at nearly a million ; but at the least computation, it must have exceeded half that number;: (p. 30). In 1099 Jerusalem was taken: a Te Deum resounded from the Holy City, and then the soldiers o! Christ rose from their knees and went through the streets., slaying pitilessly men, women, and children. In the next century Bezieres rivalled Jerusalem; it was a city of the Albigenses, arid Pope Innocent III. had called for a crusade against the heretics, which " was prosecuted with every atrocious barbarity which superstition, the mother of crimes,, could inspire. Languedoc, a country, for that age, flourishing and civilized, was laid waste by these desolatprs; lies cities burned ; her inhabitants swept away by fire ' and the sword f in the storming of Bezieres and the accompanying massacre, 60,000 persons perished, not one human being escaping. "Kill them all!" was the order given to the army ; u kill them all! God will know his own " (Hallam,. p. 25). These butchers carried out God's commands as-recorded in Deut. xiii. 12-16. It is to this same Pope Innocent III. that we owe the establishment of the " Holy Inquisition," whose powers were committed into the hands-of the Dominicans by Gregory IX. in 1223. It was only the fuller organization of the penal laws against heretics-dating from the time of Constantine. St.. Peter Martyr seems to have the honour of introducing burning at the stake as the special punishment of heresy: since God would burn heretics in hell for ever, it was meet that his children should burn them on this side the grave.
In Spain the Holy Office worked hard; established by Ferdinand and Isabella, A.D. 1480, during the following year it burned nearly 3000 persons in the province of Andalusia alone, and otherwise punished another 17,000; 31,912 persons.